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ultimate triumph of British arms, and all imbued
with the same spirit of good-fellowship. Unless the
Princes wore masks to conceal their real thoughts,
what Englishmen serving on the Canal could doubt
Indian loyalty to the Empire ?
If the abrupt transition of Egypt into an area of
hostilities hardly affected the attitude of Egyptians
towards the War, the change produced an immediate
effect upon the British section of the community.
Hitherto, it seemed as if Englishmen and women in
Egypt would have no personal knowledge of the
fighting. Some of their fellow countrymen disap-
peared to join the military forces, but the majority
were going about their business as usual, It was no
lack of patriotism which caused the air of indifference.
Once it was known that Turkey meditated attack upon
Egypt, head-quarters in Cairo were overwhelmed
with offers of assistance from the public. The pity
was that neither the men nor the women who came
forward in so spirited a manner had been trained in
any branch of war. General Maxwell was forced to
reply to one lady, more pertinacious than the others,
* Every one expects me to find him or her suitable
military work, and no one seems to have any quali-
fications. I want dispatch riders. Can you ride
a motor bicycle ?' In 1914 that accomplishment
among women was rare, and the visitor had to confess
her incapacity. The rebuke was significant. Many
people in Egypt, as elsewhere in those days, no doubt
could he reach Europe in time to take part in that ceremony, he
declared that he would be satisfied by getting to Cologne, Never
was there a more desperate young fire-eater. Alas, earnest repre-
sentations made to G.H.Q. for a privileged passage met with no favour,
4 Q,' in those days had other matters to examine than naive requests
of this nature. In despair the boy was about to return to India when
the Commandant of the Transit Camp was persuaded to smuggle the
little Rajah, out of his turn, into an early batch of departures. It was
an indiscretion : but surely for once the end justified the means.

